Introduction 7 148 where, CM 1 is the concentration value of first concerned metal, CM 2 is the concentration value of 149 second concerned metal, CM 3 is the concentration of third concerned metal, CM n is the 150 concentration of n th metal (mg/kg dry wt) in the tissue sample of a certain species. 157 Kruskal-Wallis test was carried out to identify significant variance of the targeted elements in the 158 specimens of the studied area where p ≤ 0.05 was used as the cutoff for significance (confidence 159 level in 95%). The employed correlation among the metals was classified in two groups [16] , 160 some correlations are positive and some were negative [45] [46] [47] [48] . To identify the similar groups of 161 the elements at the sampling sites, cluster analysis was executed with special variability [3, 49] .
162 Resemble metals were in line in one cluster, while the dissimilar group of elements was plotted 163 in another cluster to identify the term of contamination status [50] [51] [52] Table 3 .
273 In our study, Cd and Pb were found significantly correlated with each other (r = 0.88). Also, Cr 274 was significantly and positively correlated with Pb (0.664) and Cd (0.698). Cu also showed a 275 significant positive association with Cr (r = 0.704). 335 The explored EDI of two concerned age groups, adults and children, was presented and 336 summarized in Table 5 . The study noted that adults and children showed comparably higher 337 EDIs for demersal species than pelagic ones. In the consequence, high doses of demersal species 338 were exposed to the consumers through consuming metal affected fish species as the food items.
339 The EDIs for both groups were organized in the following order: Pb > Cu > As > Cr > Cd. 383 and 6.76E-06-1.33E-05 in children. The result showed that children were exposed to higher CRs 384 than adults. But, calculated CR values for both aged groups were noted far from the risk 385 acceptable range (10 -6 to 10 -4 ). 393 parsia. In terms of MPI, the fact is that, the demersal organisms are closely related to the 394 sediment that is to be indirect and long-term source for contamination assessment [91] . Present 395 study showed that, demersal species had comparatively higher concentration level of metals than 396 pelagic ones. 
